
As part of First Lego League 
Robotics, each year the St. Dorothy 
Robotics Team is given a theme 
for the year, this year being “Trash 
Trek.” As part of the theme, the 
teams were given a challenge: to 
find a problem in how something 
/ a group of items are recycled / 
wasted and improve on it. To give 
them inspiration, the teams held 
a trash audit during school. The 
audit took place in the cafeteria, 
and when a student was done with 
their lunch, they would bring the 
trash up to a robotics team member. 
From there, robotics members 
would sort the trash into many 
different categories: plastic, chip 
bags, cups, food waste, liquid 
waste, and more. We decided to 
hold a trash audit so that we could 
base our projects off problems that 
affect us directly. We also decided 
to use St. Dot’s to see if our change 
made a difference.

A common problem most of the 
teams saw was many water bottles 
are used at St. Dot’s, however none 
are recycled. Therefore, two of our 
three robotics teams decided solely 
to base their projects off of plastic 
water bottles. One team made a 
game, Garbage Wars (that will 
run throughout the whole school), 
which rewards classes who recycle 
water bottles, but gives higher 
rewards to classes whose students 
bring in reusable water bottles. 
Another team at St. Dot’s made 
a mechanism that recycles water. 
The water recycled will be used to 
water the plants around the school 
/ church.

We (the robotics team) feel that 

our innovations can easily tie in 
with the pope’s message. The pope 
told us that our environment needs 
to be taken care of, which is our 

main goal for these projects. We 
are hoping that students begin to 
care more about recycling and even 
begin to recycle more.

Visit our website: www.SaintDorothy.org
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Recycling Comes to Dot’s

THREE-PEAT!!!

By Stephen D’Antonio (Class of 2016)

As a prize for meeting the plastic bottle recycling goal, Mr. Mayo allowed the Dot 
Bots to color his hair green! Action News was there to cover the event.

The robotics team tallied wasted food on several days to inform their plan to 
create a recycling program for the lunchroom and a waste reduction campaign.

The Varsity Field Hockey team won the Region 25 Championship for the third year in a row!!!
The team went on to the Archdioceses of Philadelphia playoffs where they defeated St. Agnes in the quarter-final round by a 
score of 2 - 0. In the semifinals, they lost a heartbreaker to Sts. Coleman-John Neumann in overtime by a score of 2 - 1.
Congratulations to the players and coaches on this tremendous accomplishment. And, a special thanks to the team’s skilled 
and dedicated head coach, Jill Camuti, for all that she has done both on and off the field for our children.
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Fr. Michael Murphy, Pastor
Louise Sheehan, Principal

Peter McGahey, Chair
Kara Albanese

Dani Cahill
Nick Caramanico

John Coneys
Joe Dougherty

Patty Dwyer

Stephen Frein
Stephanie Gillin

Kelly Gust
Bunny Habicht

Audrey Neill
Dan O’Mara

Dolores O’Toole
Alan Pietrewicz

Dave Rich

Mark Romano
Susan Short

Christine Schumacher

You can contact the 
Development Committee 

through the school offi  ce or
development@stdots.org.

The Newsletter for St. Dorothy Roman Catholic 
School is compiled by the Development 
Committee for distribution to alumni, alumni 
parents, current school families, and friends 
of St. Dorothy School. Its purpose is to 
communicate, on a semi-annual basis, the state 
of our enrollment, happenings of interest, an 
accounting of funds raised and spent, and to 
acknowledge contributors to our Annual Fund.

Newsletter purposeSpecial thanks to the following
people for their help with this issue:

Development Committee Members

The 2015 St. Dot’s cheerleading squad 
consists of second, third, and fourth graders. 
The girls have done a wonderful job this season 
cheering for Flag, JV, and Varsity football 

games. Thanks to moderators Kim McCullough, 
Jen Vraim, Stephanie Roffo, and B.J. Griffi n for 
bringing cheerleading back to St. Dot’s.

Introducing the
St. Dorothy’s Cheerleaders!

• Megan Bevilacqua
• Karen Burke
• Stephen D’Antonio
• Katie DiTrolio
• Bridget Durkin
• David Fosbenner
• Kaitlyn & Lynn Hayes
• Carly Knowlton
• Aidan McGahey

• Lapo Miles
• Gracie Miller
• Hannah Mishinkash
• Meredith Pagliaro
• Marie Pat Romano
• Dylan Rooney
• Sarah Schumacher
• Isabella Tierney

We Want to Hear 
From You!!!

We hope that you fi nd these 
newsletters to be both interesting and 
informative as those are our goals for 
each issue… to keep you in-the-know 
about the great things happening at our 
beloved St. Dot’s! As you can imagine, 
it is hard to include everything, so we do 
our best to highlight a variety of topics. 
Please let us know if you have any ideas 
or suggestions for future newsletters by 
sending them to development@stdots.org. 
Thanks for your help ☺
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Charger Club
-continued 

James & Carol McGowan
James & Margo McHale
Connie McKenzie
James McLaughlin
Edward & Patricia McMerty
Philomena McNulty
Paul McShane ‘69
Sheila Meehan ‘62
Michael & Eileen Milliken
Charles Moore
Patrick & Melanie Morrissey
(In memory of Wallace Hartmetz)
Patrick & Melanie Morrissey
(In memory of Michael J. 
Morrissey)
Sean & Rosemarie Morrow
John J. Mullen
Jeffrey ‘80 & Suzanne Mullen 
Louis & Karen Muth
Brian & Kate ‘92 Naab
Francis & Kathryn News
Frances O’Mara
(In memory of Jack O’Mara)
David & Carol Otis
Gunter & Eileen Ott
Pagano’s Italian Specialties
Kathleen Paoletti ‘77
(In memory of Tom Paoletti)
Suzanna Perry ‘70
Stephen & Mary Porth
Joseph & Eileen Quattrochi
James & Irene ‘58 Quinlan
(In memory of John & Irene 
Palumbo)
Patrick & Christine Quinn
Dario & Trish Quintiliani
Patrick ‘86 & Jean Reger
Nicholas Robak
Thomas Rowan, Jr. ‘65
(In memory of Rowan and Maiers)
Thomas Rowan, Jr. ‘65
Nicholas & Kimberly Russo
Steven & Stephanie Russo
William & Gina Salmon
William ‘77 & Annmarie Santora
Richard & Dorothy Sayers
Robert Schenzle
Victoria Schneller ‘59
Marsha & John Serock
Sean & Jacqueline Sharkey
Louise Sheehan
Adam & Dianne Slomiana
Robert & Joann Smith
Daniel Smyth ‘81
George & Nancy Stairiker
Charles & Lorraine Stanbach
Michael ‘74 & Eileen Stewart
Joseph & Amy Sullivan
Patricia Sullivan ‘56
(In memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward T. Shay)
Robert Sweeney
Leonard Switliski

Charger Club
-continued 

Cary Toner ‘71
Robert & Carolyn Toscani
Frank ‘66 & Catherine ‘68 Tosti
John Vasturia ‘76
Thomas Vento
Patrick & Gretchen Walsh
Thomas & Mary Joan Walsh
Shawn & Audrey Webb
Patricia Wechsler
Joseph Werner ‘60
Robert & Theresa ‘73 White
(In memory of Mary Hagenbach)
Benjamin & Jane ‘62 Wilson
Edward & Debbie Yost

Friends of St. Dot’s
up to $99

James H. Boerckel
Ed & Dolores Boyle
James Breen ‘60
(In memory of Kathleen Heavey ‘60)
Theresa Brennan
Michael & Lisa Bright
John J. Brignola
Bruce Brown
Jeffrey & Suzanne Bruce
Joseph Bruno
Anthony Bruno ‘75
Daniel ‘77 & Maureen Burns
(In memory of Robert Ardizzi ‘ 80)
Andrew & Fran Carr
Carol Carr
Peter & Melissa Cavanaugh
Marie Cavanaugh
Charles J. Becker School Supplies
William & Cecelia Charlton
(In memory of Christine Williams)
William & Cecelia Charlton
Rita Christiano ‘66
John Cleary ‘55
Thomas Cocco
Janet Colesbury ‘62
Agnes Collado
Roger & Marie Conklin
(In memory of William and 
Paulette Wysoski)
Sr. Emily Theresa Connor ‘56
John Connors ‘67
John & Catherine Conolly
John & Kalen Cooke
John Costa
John Cotterall ‘97
Raymond & Teresa ‘76 
Cwiertniewicz
Diane D’Auria ‘67
Sr. Mari Amedeo DeLuca ‘57
David & Suzanne Dever
Donato & Rita DiAntonio
Joseph & Margaret Donahue
Holland & Kristin ‘86 Donaldson
John ‘63 & Julia Donnelly
James & Cathleen ‘57 Dunn
(In memory of Jim Dunn)
Stephen ‘75 & Mary Edgcumbe

Friends of St. Dot’s
-continued 

Michael & Kathleen Endres
William & Maureen Ervin
Nan Fagan
Jacquelyn Fagioli ‘98
Francis & Theresa ‘63 Farrelly
Linda Forrester ‘65
(In memory of Evelyn Dunis)
John Forsyth
Christopher Foti ‘73
Mark & Eileen Furey
Maureen Galia
John & Jackie Gallagher
Thomas & Patricia Gallagher
William & Patricia Gardner
Barbara (Penny) Geary ‘57
Stephen ‘77 & Kim Gerace
David Gibboni ‘74
Mary Gillane
Vicki Giunta-Abbott ‘60
(In memory of her father)
Elaine Glebocki
Mary Gorman
Frances Grimaldi
Frances Grimaldi
(In memory of Catherine Libre and 
Family)
Monna Habicht
(In memory of Rudy Habicht)
Marilyn Hagan
Rev. Robert Hagan ‘79
Joseph & Teresa Halloran
Jeffrey Hofmann
Patrick & Maria Kelly
Thomas Kennedy
Karen Kilroy ‘82
(In memory of John M. Kilroy)
Michael Koch
Robert ‘74 & Nancy Lamb
Mary (Kay) Lansing
John Lawler
(In memory of Peg McKenna ‘71)
Keith & Jeannine Leggieri
Donald Lenz
Gary & Theresa ‘73 Lorentson
Clare Lydon
William & Christine Lynch
Charles & Kathleen MacDonald
Andrew Marley ‘98
Maria Marley ‘71
Frank & Melody Massi
Celeste Mattia
Robert & Brenda Maugeri
Mark ‘68 & Sandra McAndrew
Elizebeth McCaughan
Mary Jean McFadden ‘58
Robert & Fran McGowan
Timothy McKeever ‘04
Jean Miller
Douglas & Mary Ann Miner
J. Robert Morris
Richard Mowrer
Bernadette Naab ‘66
Benjamin & Jennifer Napier

Friends of St. Dot’s
-continued 

Daniel Nestor ‘78
Mae Nolan
Diane O’Grady
Peter & Mary O’Kane
Richard O’Neill
(In memory of Richard O’Neill)
Emory & Adeline Pepper
William ‘72 & Connie Perna
Loreta ‘62 Perthes
M. Margaret Pilong
Joseph & Sandra Powell
Alan & Nancy Quinn
Claire Reilly
Carl & Bernice Richard
Daniel Riehl ‘67
George Ritter ‘68
David Rowan ‘64
Ruth Rowan ‘55
Ralph Russo
Patrick & Donna Scannapieco
Dennis & Alice Schaeffer
Vincent (Larry) ‘63 & Susan 
Schueren
William Scottoline
Patricia Miriam Scully IHM
Charles Servis
(In memory of Mae Servis)
John & Mary ’57 Sheehan
Kevin Sheridan
Christine Sica
Dolores Marie Siciliano
Victoria Sisko
(In memory of Frank Sisko)
LJ ‘53 & Suzanne Slankard
Brendan Smith ‘98
Robert Spencer
Peg Stammen
James Stewart ‘57
William & Margaret Sullivan
Edmund Sullivan ‘59
William & Melissa Tatham
Anna Lisa Vagnozzi ‘66
Frank Villari ‘76
Dolores Vinci
Denise Viola ‘70
James Walker 
Laurence Walker ‘75
Kimberly Walsh
John & Susan Wendling
John Williams
George & Ruth Williamson
Paul Winnington
James Witte ‘64

St. Dorothy would 
also like to thank the 

following Matching 
Gift Companies:

Farmers Insurance Group
Merck
Safeguard Scientifi cs Inc

Annual Fund Contributors
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MSGR. Helduser 
Society $2,500 or more
Charles & Joanne Bernier
Matthew & Jennifer Davis
Peter & Tricia DeMaio
Lawrence & Jacqueline Geary
Daniel ‘77 & Lisa O’Mara

IHM/Mercy Club 
 $1,000 to $2,499

Anonymous
John & Catherine Coneys
William & Margaret Curry
Robert DeMento ‘64
David ‘81 & Nadine Dempsey
Edward & Carolyn ‘76 Manning
David & Stefanie Meno
Dean & Dolores O’Toole
Edward Roach
William ‘70 & Mary Jane Roache
Denis & Karen Rogers
Jack Ruffenach ‘75
Joseph Scarpone
Paul Smith
Francis & Helen Stecklair

Green & White Club 
$500 to $999

John & Nancy Beck
Reginald & Alice Beckett
Paul Berenato
John Bevilacqua
Daniel & Dorothy Bieter
Michael & Anne ‘73 Callahan
Daniel Capitoli
Dennis Cirucci ‘64
E. Gerry Donnelly
Francis & Ann Foti
James & Suzanne Holstein
Kevin ‘77 & Shari Kelly
Thomas & Diane Kilker
Mark & Veronica McCarty
Chris & Betty McGrory
(In memory of Joseph Novelli)
Brendan & Jennifer McGuire
David & Barbara Murphy
Kevin ‘55 & Rosemary Reger
Mark & Marie Pat Romano
Jeffrey & Susan Short
Marietta Sullivan
Mary Jo Thompson ‘72
David Toner ‘75
Denise Tucker ‘84
Clare Uses

Dunphy Challenge 
$250 to $499

Active Image Media
Richard Ashworth
Edward Banes ‘04
(In memory of Edward M. Banes)
Linda Banes ‘81
(In memory of Edward Banes)
Rick & Liz Barker
Scott & Patricia ‘84 Bello
Mark ‘75 & Debora Bevilacqua

Dunphy Challenge 
-continued 

Gerald ‘54 & Colleen Collins
Gerald Collins ‘63
James & Eleanor Currie
Gary & Virginia ‘66 DeBuvitz
George Deckert
Nicholas & Betty Dienna
Stephen & Claudia Frein
Edward ‘59 & Karen Gallagher
Mark & Susan ‘65 Glessner
William & Melinda Glynn
Mary Ellen Grady
Michael Green
Robert & Kathleen Gross
Greg & Lisa ‘78 Hadden
Peter Hughes ‘75
Robert King
(In memory of Joyce ‘73 King)
Msgr. Daniel Kutys ‘69
Joseph McGinn
Carol Anne McGuinn ‘72
(In memory of John P. McGuinn, Sr.)
Patrick & Sharon McKenna
William & Patricia McKeown
MJK Multiwall Sys
(In memory of Raymond and Mary 
Larkin)
Michael & Joanne Montie
William Montone ‘66
John & Eileen Mulholland
Edward & Anne O’Connor
Timothy & Peg O’Neill
Dennis & Gertrude ‘62 Palladino
Alan & Helen Pietrewicz
Christopher & Eileen ‘76 Rooney
Bruce Vassallo
Joseph Vasturia ‘74
Carol Wlotko ‘66

Charger Club 
$100 to $249

Anonymous
Christopher Ardizzi ‘88
(In memory of Robert Ardizzi ‘80)
Helen Ardizzi
Joan Ardizzi
(In memory of Robert Ardizzi)
John & Dolores Astuto
Eileen Atene
(In memory of Oliver Atene)
Matthew & Janet Ballerino
(In memory of Parents and Family)
Matthew & Janet Ballerino
(In memory of La Martini & 
Ballerino Families)
Christopher Barker ‘94
Curtis & Kathleen Blessing
Ann Bloss ‘76
Michael & Eileen Boland
Joseph Boland
Joseph Bonner
Frank Bradin
Joan Bradley
Gerard & Moreen Brady

Charger Club 
-continued 

Lynn Braun-Marone ‘58
Michael & Marie Brotschul
Bette Ann Burke
Brian & Karen Burke
Joseph & Mary Callahan
Carol Campolongo ‘63
(In memory of Julia and Joseph 
Hreha)
Vincent & Jill Camuti
Ernesto & Christina Canales
Nicholas Caramanico
Jennifer Casper ‘82
Allen & Denise Ciampitti
Ralph & Barbara Cianciola
James & Jennifer Collins
George & Anna Conaghan
Michael Connolly
Fran Connor ‘64
Michael & Barbara ‘65 Conroy
Ron Cook
Nancy Cooney ‘64
(In memory of Doris Cooney)
James & Ellen Cordes
Steven Cornwall ‘86
Andrew & Carolyn ‘96 Corr
Edward Cullen
Mary Ann Dearie ‘58
Margaret DeMaio
Robert DeMaio
Mary Denny
Mary DePaolo-Roach ‘67
Theodore J & MaryAnn Dezzi
Paul ‘61 & Barbara DiBona
Leonard DiGiantomasso ‘61
Dominic & Josephine 
DiGiantomasso
Rose DiGiovanni
John Dilworth, Jr.
Alexander DiSanti
John & Claire DiSantis
John Dolores ‘91
Frank & Veronica Donato
William & Margaret Donohue
Ann Donovan ‘63
Paul & Gertrude Dooley
Andy & Theresa ‘89 Dorley
Joseph & Joanne Dougherty
Robert & Monique Dowd
James & Tina Downey
Kathleen Downey
Edward & Patricia Doyle
Dennis Dunphy ‘58
Brian & Mary Kay Durkin
Algot & Catherine Erickson
Joseph & Janice Fasciocco
Gregory Finley ‘66
Flynn & O’Hara Uniforms
Vincent & Linda Ford
David & Lorrie ‘87 Fosbenner
Mary Funchion
(In memory of Richard Funchion)
Michael & Maureen Gallagher
Brian ‘88 & Tricia ‘86 Gallagher

Charger Club 
-continued 

Daniel & Joanna Gantz
Chris & Lucy Garvey
Richard & MaryBeth Gevin
Jack & Teresa Glacken
Dennis & Joyce Glackin
Kevin & Martha Gorman
Marjorie Gross
Anthony J Grosso
Daniel Gudmundsen
Glenn & Bunny ‘81 Habicht
Thomas Hagenbach
Diana Hallinan
Andrew & Christina Hardy
Daniel & Lynn Hayes
Christine Hemmert
Alfred & Deborah Ann Hilbert
Daniel & Monica Hilferty
Theresa Hoffecker ‘67
Mary Louise Jensen ‘66
Rosalie Johnson
Donald Jordan
Joseph & Carolyn Kaczmarczyk
Peter & Carol Kadel
Joseph & Theresa Kane
Yungu & Minyen Kang
James Kearney ‘78 
Catherine Keenan
Edward Kelly
John & Lauraine Kelly
Charles & Susan Kempton
Rosemary Redmond Kerrebrock ‘59
Haven & Rosemary Kesling
Michael & Michele Konczewski
Timothy & Mary Kulsik
John ‘03 & Kaitlyn Lalor
Joseph & Bernadette Latrechiano
Nancy Lazzari ‘71
(In memory of Betty and Gino 
Lazzari)
Virginia Jo Lumley
David & Sheila MacMaster
Joseph MacNeal ‘94
Victoria Magee
Patricia Magee ‘55
Kathleen Mahoney ‘57
Michael Manning ‘57
Louis & Barbara Marchese
Marchese Opticians 
Alexis Marley ‘00
(In memory of Grace D’Emilio)
Christopher ‘66 & Kathleen ‘67 Mayer
William Mayo
Thomas McAndrew ‘69
Paul & Emma McClafferty
James & Jeanne McClung
John & Mary ‘89 McErlane
Peter McGahey & Jennifer Spinner 
James & Mary Beth McGarvey
Kevin McGarvey ‘03
William McGillan
Patricia McGinn
Patricia McGinn

2015 Saint Dorothy’s
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ST. DOT’S AWAITING 
POPE’S VISIT

As we eagerly awaited Pope Francis’ visit to Philadelphia, 
students were given the opportunity to learn about him. Through 
PowerPoint presentations, videos, books, and magazines, the 
students learned about the pope as a young boy, as a Jesuit priest, 
and as the cardinal archbishop of Buenos Aires, Argentina. The 
students were fascinated by him and understood his message of 
service to others, especially those who are disadvantaged.

As a follow up to the pope’s visits, the students celebrated the 
Philadelphia Day of Kindness on Tuesday, October 28th. On that 
day, the students were asked to perform an act of kindness to each 
other. Some classes created collages about the pope and displayed 
them in the hallways of the school.

The day before school closed for the World Meeting of 
Families, the students participated in a prayer service which included 
The Modern Jesus video, a tribute to Pope Francis.

Pope Francis’ Visit to Philadelphia

Seeing Pope Francis was an amazing 
experience. It impacted my life because I 
got to wave at him, and just to see the car 
was an honor. He is such a great person and 
should be treated with kindness and respect. 
He made me think: How can I make the 
world a better place? Obviously I can’t 
do most of the stuff he did but he inspired 
me to do something good. It was really 
fun to see him and it was a life changing 
experience. I will remember that night 
forever. 
– Hannah Mishinkash (Grade 6)

When I saw Pope Francis I felt that I 
was part of something bigger then myself. 
I will tell you the truth: I don’t always 
pay attention, but when I heard him read 
his speeches I couldn’t stop listening. He 
showed me a different perspective of things 
in our faith. I was moved that so many 
people stood for hours just to get a glimpse 
of the pope. 
– Lapo Miles (Grade 6)

This impacted me because 
I saw all the great things that 
Pope Francis did. It almost 
makes you feel like you really 
need to step it up as a Christian. 
This was a great experience. 
– Gracie Miller (Grade 6)

It impacted me to be able 
to be there and to get to see all 
of the families. It was a great 
experience. 
– Katie DiTrolio (Grade 6)

It was amazing when 
I realized how close I was 
to Pope Francis. It made me 
feel immense. It felt so weird 

to know that the leader of all Catholics 
everywhere was 12 yards away from me. I 
couldn’t control myself!
– Isabella Tierney (Grade 6)

I saw Pope 
Francis on Saturday 
night. He was a little 
late showing up but 
everyone stayed. 
I thought that was 
special because that 
shows everyone 
cares and looks up to 
him. I also thought it 
was special because 
I am making my 
Confirmation this 
year. I think Pope 
Francis is a great 
leader in faith! 
– Sarah 
Schumacher 
(Grade 6)

My family and I went to Philadelphia 
to see the Pope. I got to see Pope Francis 
drive by, which made me so excited because 
he was only a few feet in front of me. He 
waved to everyone on the sidewalk and had 
a big smile on his face. I was glad to see 
Pope Francis because he got me to be more 
faithful towards my actions. I loved having 
this experience because it’ll probably never 
happen to me again. 
– Carly Knowlton (Grade 8)

When Pope Francis came to 
Philadelphia, I think we all were affected in 
some way. His bold message of welcoming 
and inclusion really has a way of bringing 
young people back to God and the Church. I 
personally was very influenced by his words 
and actions. Standing on the Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway with what is estimated to 
be over a million other worshippers, I felt 
closer to God than ever before. 
– Aidan McGahey (Grade 8)

Student Reflections on Pope Francis’ Visit to Philadelphia
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Advanced Equipment for
the Dot’s News Room

By David Fosbenner (Class of 2016)
Our school news program has undergone big changes 

since the middle of last year. At that time, we were working 
with one camera, an aged soundboard that could only hold four 
microphones, and a dated laptop. In the past year through the 
generous donation of Active Image Media, we have acquired a 
new TV camera, which allows us to include more students in 
our newscast, utilizing multiple points of view.

Our studio has acquired two new TVs that give the news 
team a real-time view of what is being broadcast. The brand 
new soundboard, which can hold up to eight microphones, 
gives more students the opportunity to participate in our daily 
program. We are now using Sony Bluetooth headphones to 
help us communicate with one another behind the scenes to 

switch cameras and to turn microphones off and on throughout 
the newscast. 

The new Videonics video mixer has given us the ability 
to incorporate animation so that we can seamlessly change 
between cameras. Thanks to the generosity of Saint Dorothy 
Parish, these items allow everybody on the school news 
team (Aidan McGahey, Connor Eagan, Kasey Habicht, 
Carly Knowlton, Daniel Teti, Ryan Cox, and me) to deliver a 
professional level newscast in a grade school setting. The new 
equipment lets the news team have an easier time producing 
the best quality show possible and gives the students of Saint 
Dorothy School a reason to be proud of their school at the 
beginning of every new school day.

Alumni Spotlight Dylan Rooney
Hello, my name is Dylan Rooney, 

and I want to talk to you about the St. 
Dorothy’s news program. Before I extol 
the virtues of the news program, I need 
to thank the people who made it happen. 
Our main supporter was plant manager, 
Mr. George Buechele. He was at every 
broadcast and meeting, helping the news 
crew in any way possible. Mr. George was 
not a news moderator, he was a teacher. 
Mr. George would show us how to do a 
task, than the next day, we’d know how 
to do it perfectly. He’d teach us the task 
and in one take, we were perfect at it. 
However, Mr. George wasn’t just hands 
on – he was the heart and soul of our news 
crew. And yet, Mr. George wasn’t the only 
supporter of our team. Mrs. Sheehan, the 
school principal, was a large sponsor of 

our news team. She was constantly giving 
us ideas and praise. She was so proud of 
everything that we did. When she’d sit in 
on a broadcast, afterwards Mrs. Sheehan 
was applauding and praising us. Broadcast 
after broadcast, she would set us to a 
higher standard. We couldn’t have done it 
without those two major supporters.

Being on St. Dot’s news helped 
me choose the high school that I would 
attend. Cardinal O’Hara will be my home 
for the next four years and something to 
make it better is the O’Hara news crew, 
WCOH. I’m the only freshman who is on 
the news team. Luckily, I knew a large 
group of people on the news team before 
I was asked to join. It’s the start of my 
day, and I couldn’t be happier. However, 
if I wasn’t on the St. Dot’s news crew, it’s 

unlikely that I would be on the O’Hara 
team. St. Dot’s news team gave me the 
push to be on O’Hara news crew. When I 
was doing the news at St. Dot’s, I learned 
about running the sound board, making 
camera adjustments, coordinating the 
“intros” and “outros”, and preparing the 
broadcast script. All of these experiences 
have proven to be invaluable since joining 
WCOH.

It wouldn’t be fair to compare 
St. Dot’s to O’Hara: one is a high school 
and the other is an elementary school. 
Even though St. Dot’s kids are younger 
than O’Hara kids, they’re just as good 
as their counterparts at O’Hara. In this 
respect, St. Dot’s is preparing the kids on 
their news crew for high school in more 
ways than one.

News Crew working with equipment (from left) David 
Fosbenner, Connor Eagan, Carly Knowlton, Kasey Habicht

News Crew at desk: L-R: Ryan Cox, Aidan McGahey, Charlie 
Sayers (being interviewed)
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$2,438

$25,254

$9,259

$5,550

$29,423

$19,734
Company Matching Gift
Alumni
Friends of St. Dot’s
Grandparents
Parents of Alumni
Current Parents

2015 Annual Fund Total - $91,658

St. Dot’s 2015 Annual Fund Donations by Category

St. Dorothy School Development Committee
Financial Report for Fiscal Year Ending 6/30/15

Income

Oktoberfest Fair (gross) $44,215.00
Annual Fund (net) $87,429.89
Total Funds Raised for School $131,644.98 
Contributions to School
Offset to School Operating Expenses/Tuition Charges $39,602.25
Offset to Gymnasium/Auditorium Storage Room Construction $30,000.00
Offset to New Folding Chairs for Gymnasium/Auditorium $15,000.00
Offset for Second Kindergarten Class $15,000.00
Total Contributions to School $99,602.24 
School Expenses
Kindergarten Open House $455.00 
Catholic Schools Week Open House $1,258.75 
Be Good to Your Heart Day $666.52
New Parent Welcome Nights $500.00 
Total School Expenses $2,870.27 
Development Committee Expenses
DonorPerfect Software Subscription $3854.40
Development Committee Newsletters (production and shipping) $9,253.63 
Annual Fund (mailings and processing fees) $10,842.29
Total Development Committee Expenses $24,158.19 
Total Expenses $126,630.70 
Balance in Checking Account 6/30/15 $5,014.19 

You can make an online donation to the St. Dorothy Annual Fund year-round at:
weblink.donorperfect.com/donatedots
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“Families, funnel cake and fun” can sum up this year’s annual Oktoberfest 
fair. What began eleven years ago as an idea to ease major financial constraints on 
our parish school has now become a longstanding tradition in our community and 
beyond under the direction of current committee members Patty Dwyer and Bill 
Nolan, whose children have already graduated from the school, as well as current 
parents Karen Rogers and Kara Albanese.

Local businesses, along with parish and school families, showed their support 
yet again as generous sponsors, volunteers, and fun-seekers to make this year’s 
fair an amazing success. The event continues to help our school thrive financially 
by limiting tuition increases and covering the cost of many infrastructure 
improvements.

Special thanks this year to school parents Kelly Gust, for managing the raffles, 
and Stephanie Gillin and Christine Schumacher for running the children’s activities 
in the gym, all of which received rave reviews. It cannot be denied that this event 
has become something young and old alike look forward to each year!

11th Annual 

Oktoberfest

Sister Mary is excited to receive her prize from Mrs. 
Anne Grady and plans to put her unicorn to good use 
while teaching Mythology.

Seventh graders Franny Grady, Nicky Mercanti, and 
Robbie Dowd get a preview of the Oktoberfest photo op 
while helping set-up the gym.

Even behind this facade, Sister Thomasina & Sister 
Mary could never be scary

Above: A little rain 
didn’t keep these eighth 
grade girls away from a 
fun-filled Friday night at 
the fair!

Left: Fair Bear Stare!

Some of our school teachers joining in on the fun Arrrrgh first winner - Vivien Dorsey!!
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New Teachers at St. Dot’s...
Marilyn Long, Grade 3

Mrs. Long

Patrick O’Brien, Grade 8

...Welcome!

Miss Johnson is teaching second grade at St. Dorothy School in 
room 6. She grew up in Drexel Hill and attended St. Dorothy School! 
She couldn’t be happier to be “coming home” and teaching in the 

same room she once sat in as a second grader. She 
graduated in December 2014 from the Pennsylvania 
State University with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Childhood and Early Adolescent Education.

Elizabeth Johnson, Grade 2

Mr. O’Brien

Miss Johnson

Mrs. Long graduated from Saint Anastasia School and Cardinal 
O’Hara High School. She earned a degree from Cabrini College in 
Elementary and Early Childhood Education in 1986 and worked for St. 
Bernadette School from 1992-1999 as their third grade teacher. She left 
St. Bernadette in 1999 to have her daughter, Kristin, and stayed home 
until Kristin was in second grade. Mrs. Long returned to work as an 
assistant for the Wallingford School District and stayed with WSD for 
seven years. Six of those seven years were spent with special education 
students.

Her daughter is now a sophomore at Archbishop Carroll High 
School, and Mrs. Long is thrilled to return to teaching full-time and 
feels blessed to be part of the wonderful community at St. Dot’s.

This is Mr. O’Brien’s first year at St. Dot’s but his third year 
teaching. He graduated from the Pennsylvania State University 
with a bachelor’s degree in Secondary Education with an English/
Communications option. He is currently working on a master’s degree 
in Curriculum, Assessment and Instruction at Cabrini College. He is 
excited to be a part of the St. Dot’s community and looks forward to a 
great year!
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School
Movin’ On Up to the 
Big School!

When asked what it was like to leave the Annex behind after 
Kindergarten and be a part of the action in the bigger school 
building, these funny fi rst graders didn't have too much 
to say, but we have a feeling they like it more than they're 
letting on! Meredith and Nicole from Mrs. O'Connor's class 
said it was “cool” and “exciting.” Mrs. Beyerl's students Jack 
and Johnny think it's “fun,” but they like going back to the 
Annex for Art and Computers. And, while these four students 
may be following in their siblings' footsteps at Saint Dorothy, 
they are certainly setting a path that is all their own!

WHY DO WE EXIST?
We are fi rst and foremost a Catholic school; therefore, 
we put God fi rst.

Christ walks the halls as an unseen member of our 
community – not a tangible presence but manifested in 
our environment.

Prayer permeates our daily routine.

We respond to Christ’s message of service by reaching 
out to all God’s creatures.

Doing A Little More to Help 
Prepare Our Students for 
Their Next Big Step

There is a great deal more to the start of the school year 
when you are in eighth grade. Aside from the normal hustle 
and bustle of school and activities, these students are also 
planning for the next stage of their academic life – high 
school! In recent years, the high school search has become 
to students what the college search was to their parents. The 
quest for admittance, and possibly a scholarship, to their 
school of choice has never been more competitive.

To provide some extra support to our students, two 
of our local educators offered a high school entrance / 
scholarship exam prep class. The class was taught by school 
parent and Bonner & Prendie math chair Mrs. Liz Farren and 
former St. Dorothy eighth grade teacher Mr. John McCauley. 
Once a week during September and October, Mrs. Farren and 
Mr. McCauley provided students with focused preparation 
in Mathematics and English Language Arts. Thanks to this 
added effort, our students will be even more prepared for 
whatever tests lie ahead!

Reading Enrichment 
Program Improvements

This school year, all sixth, seventh, and eighth grade 
students will be participating in a reading enrichment course. 
Students will have the opportunity to choose one of four 
classes being taught by different St. Dot’s teachers. Each 
class will explore different novels. As part of the experience, 
students from the three grades will be integrated into each 
class to bring more variation to class input. Works to be 
discussed are The Alchemist, A Tale of Two Cities, Stargirl, 
The Golden Compass, and Home of the Brave, among other 
novels. The goal of the program is to increase a love of 
reading among middle school students through a book-club-
format class.

Left: Meredith Ciarrocchi and Nicole Badame - Mrs. 
O’Connor, Grade 1 Room 1. Right: Jack Julien and Johnny 
Gillin - Mrs. Beyerl, Grade 1 Room 2.
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Alumni Updates
St. Dorothy School wants to know what 

our alumni have been up to. Has something 
interesting happened in your life? Have you 
moved, started a new job or married? Let us 
know at Development@StDots.org. Be sure 
to keep your contact information up to date to 
stay informed of reunions and other events. 
Include your graduation year and maiden 
name if applicable. Also let us know if there 
are alumni not receiving the newsletter. 
We’re happy to add them to the mailing list.

St. Dorothy School has always been a positive infl uence on me academically, 
socially, and most importantly, spiritually. Throughout my grade school 
experience, the foundation of my faith was formed and only grew stronger 
throughout my high school years leading to my choice of attending La Salle 
University, a Catholic university, for my college career. Sister Thomasina 
encouraged my love for music and gave me the confi dence to cantor at mass and 
participate in choir. Through my persistence in my studies, St. Dorothy provided 
the tools and opportunities necessary to build on and achieve academic excellence 
throughout grade school and high school.

Kaitlyn Hayes - Class of 2011

Kaitlyn (left) with her siblings Josh (‘15), 
Matthew (‘09), and Sara (‘13) on their 
way to school.

• SPOT THE DOT • SPOT THE DOT •
To play Spot the Dot, download a Dot from the school website in the Extracurriculars menu and take a photo of yourself 

with it. Send photos to us at development@stdots.org. We’ll feature photos in a gallery on the website and in the newsletter.

The Fohner family took their St. Dorothy pride to the 50th 
state. Shown are David (’13), Matt (’12), Mark (’21), Kathy, 
Dan (’15), and Cross Country coach Mike.

The love for learning that our Principal, Mrs. Sheehan, has 
never stops... even on vacation. Here she is on her African 
adventure!
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I have always been extremely proud of my Catholic 
identity. As a sophomore at St. Joseph’s University, I 
am currently in my fifteenth year of Catholic education. 
I remember fifteen years ago, when I was just starting 
kindergarten at St. Dorothy School, I was beyond excited to 
finally get to go to the same school and wear the same uniform 
as my two older sisters, Meghan and Mollie. Fifteen years ago, 
St. Dorothy started me on a lifelong journey. I did not know it 
then, but the values I learned at St. Dot’s would encourage me 
to further pursue Catholic education at Cardinal O’Hara High 
School, and later at St. Joseph’s University. A few weeks ago, 
I was blessed to see His Holiness Pope Francis step foot on my 
St. Joe’s campus to bless a statue in front of our chapel. The 
pride that I felt at that moment was not only that of being a 
student at St. Joseph’s University, but also the pride of being a 
product of Catholic education. I strongly believe that my nine 
years at St. Dorothy School helped form me into the person I 
am today, and taught me to value my Catholic education. My 
time at St.   led me to where I am today, and I am thankful 
for the teachers, administrators, and staff members who 
have affected and continue to influence the lives of countless 
children at St. Dot’s.

They Went to Dot’s First
Bridget Durkin - Class of 2010

Dillon Burke - Class of 2015
First Day at Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 

Prendergast High School and his first day at St. Dot’s

Megan Bevilacqua - Class of 2011
For my family, graduating from St. Dorothy’s is an 

established rite of passage. My father Paul Bevilacqua 
graduated in 1981 and eventually sent my two brothers 
and me through nine years of education at St. Dot’s. As 
a graduate of the class of 2011, I watched Dot’s evolve 
tremendously during my time there. I saw traditions created, 
like Hoops for Hope and the Oktoberfest, and was present 
when the school took steps to enter the technological age 
with computers and Smart Boards. Such measures prepared 
me to enter high school where technology is implemented 
every day in class. Furthermore, the involvement of the 
Sisters of Mercy at St. Dorothy and the Mercy Scholarship 
I received prompted my decision to attend Merion Mercy 
Academy, which is one of the best decisions I have ever 
made. However, St. Dorothy’s influence on my life did not 
stop after I decided on a high school; the focus on English, 
particularly in seventh and eighth grade, inspired a love for 
literature which continued through high school. I now am a 
freshman English major at St. Joseph’s University, plan to 
pursue a career in writing and publishing, and am extremely 
grateful for my Catholic education.

Above: now. Left: Bridget at her St. Dot’s 
graduation.
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Happenings
Enrollment… a Retrospective

As you probably well know, enrollment at St. Dot’s a 
decade ago was very low, so much so that two grades were in 
danger of being consolidated into single classrooms! The school 
community recognized this issue and responded. The formation 
of the Development Committee and the ideas and events that 
began with that group, most notably the annual Oktoberfest fair 
and the Annual Fund, led to increased funds and has drawn more 
students to our school. Over the past eleven years, the school 
has benefited from increased enrollment, and that enrollment has 
been maintained. The proof is in the numbers:
•  In 2005, total enrollment was only 359 and multiple grades 

had fewer than 40 students.
•  Within five years, in 2010, total enrollment had increased 

to 400 with all but one grade having a total of more than 40 
students.

•  In the past five years, we have seen continued growth as our 
total enrollment is now 432 and all grades have more than 40 
and in some cases more than 50 students.

But, it is not just about the numbers -- it’s also what is 
behind them. Each year, we continue to do everything possible 
to enhance the school environment both inside and outside 
the classroom. Parents see St. Dorothy as a terrific school, 
enhanced by our Faith, that they want to send their children to; 
and, kids see it as a fun and meaningful place filled with friends 
and happiness. One way we see this in action is that we see no 
significant decrease in enrollment in seventh grade even though 
students complete their Sacramental requirements during sixth 
grade.

The challenge to maintain enrollment will always be in front 
of us. But, our parish and school spirit thrives, and the love we 
have for them is what will continue to carry us forward!

New Parking Pattern
As anyone who has ever been to one of our school or parish 

events can attest, the parking lot could prove frustrating. Since 
drive lanes could not be maintained, people were either blocked 
in when they used the interior parking spots or stayed on the 
outside (which limited the available parking!). This past summer, 
the parking lot was reconfigured to alleviate these issues. More 
importantly, the parking spaces were reconfigured to help protect 
everyone’s safety! When cars were driving across the lanes to 
get around other cars, people walking through the lot were at 
risk. This risk was especially true during school dismissal. The 
positive impact of the new parking design was seen from the 
very beginning, and we hope that all those who use the lot now 
feel that they can do so with greater ease and safety.

One-Stop High 
School Shopping

On October 22nd, St. Dot’s hosted a High School Fair that was 
open to students from all local parishes. The evening provided an 
opportunity for seventh as well as eighth grade students to obtain 
information about some of our local diocesan and private Catholic 
high schools. Each high school that attended set-up a table, provided 
a variety of information, and, most importantly, had staff and current 
students there to speak about their school and answer any questions 
from the prospective students.

This was the first time in recent years that St. Dot’s hosted an 
event like this, and we received a very positive response. In addition 
to students from St. Dot’s visiting the tables, there were students 
from area schools such as St. Andrew, St. Francis, and St. Lawrence. 
We were also happy to see, and welcome back, some of our young 
alumni that were there representing their current high school.

Thanks to the high schools that attended, namely:  
Monsignor Bonner - Archbishop Prendergast, Country Day School 
of Sacred Heart, Cardinal O’Hara, Archmere Academy, Villa Maria 
Academy, Archbishop Carroll, Mercy Vocational High School, 
Merion Mercy Academy, St. Joe’s Prep, Notre Dame Academy, 
Devon Prep, Roman Catholic High School, and Malvern Prep.

The 2015-2016 Student Council: (from left): Dan Rogers, 
Genevieve Bruce, Tess Coary, Frankie McGann, Connor 
Eagan, Patrice Romano, Stephen D’Antonio, Carly Knowlton

Student Council

Mary Sheehan, current O’Hara junior and St. Dot’s graduate 
(‘13), was sharing her enthusiasm for her current school 
with potential students.
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Library Over the Years
Saint Dorothy’s library has long been a focal point for students and parishioners to gather. The library has undergone 

many changes over the years but one thing you could always count on were smiling faces using the space to gather with 
friends, explore new worlds, and expand their horizons! As our students have gone from using the card catalog to a computer 
to find the classics or best sellers, our library continues to enrich young minds. The students are not the only ones who use 
the library.  It has become a location for countless meetings and parish events. The various school committees, such as the 
Development Committee, Home & School, etc., all use the library, and the parish uses it for various ministries such as Pre-
Jordan classes, the bereavement group, and many more. The library is in such demand that one person manages a central 
library calendar, and any group that wants to use the library has to contact her.

Special thanks to the efforts of the Library Committee for all of the new books, furniture and rug, in addition to all of 
their hard work updating this amazing space!

Above and Right: Library Class 1967

Library Class 1980Library Class 2015

As our students have gone 
from using the card catalog to 
a computer to find the classics 

or best sellers, our library 
continues to enrich young minds.

9

Home & School Association Update
Our heartfelt thanks to the 

departing Board for everything 
they did to make St. Dot’s a better 
place during their tenure, namely:

Meredith Pagliaro, 
President

Christine Walton, 
Vice President
Stefanie Meno, 

Treasurer
Christine Tassoni, 

Secretary
And, we welcome with equal 
appreciation our new Board,  

who are:
Donna McGann, 

President
Marie Pat Romano, 

Vice President
Eileen Mulholland, 

Treasurer
Jennifer McAnally, 

Secretary

With the 2015-2016 school year, 
we saw a changeover in an integral 
part of our school community, the 
Home & School Board. Every year, the 
Home & School Association organizes 
events for students and families that 
are sometimes to teach, sometimes to 
give to others, and always to have fun. 
Some of those events have become 
perennial favorites, such as the two 
Grandparents/Special Persons Days 
each year, demonstrations at the school 

like the Prismatic Show and Franklin 
Institute presentations, McPrinicpal’s 
Night during Catholic Schools Week, ... 
the list goes on and on! Also, we have 
already enjoyed some new events this 
year, including Trunk-or-Treat. This 
event, in which families turned their 
cars into festive Halloween displays for 
costumed children to collect goodies, 
was held on October 30th! The school 
parking lot was filled with 65 cars and 
250+ trunk-or-treaters.

Kara Albanese and Chris Schumacher 
turned their cars into an old-fashioned 
ice cream truck and parlor, which won 
Best in Show at Trunk-or-Treat

Cathy and Mike Clark brought a little 
bit of island fun to Trunk-or-Treat

The second grade presented the “All Saints’ Prayer Service” on November 
5th. Every child selected a saint and wrote two to three sentences about their 
chosen patron. They then practiced, memorized, and presented their research via 
a beautiful prayer service in the church. The service included a public speaking 
part and costume for each child along with many songs, poems, and readings. 
The entire school, parents, and many community members attended this beautiful 
event.

It was a very exciting time for these second grade “saints.” The children let 
their lights shine by sharing their “Catholic Identity” with all who attended the 
service. A very special thank you to the second grade teachers, Mrs. McGee and 
Miss Johnson, as well as to the music director, Mr. Mayo.

Second Grade Saints Pageant

You can make your 
Annual Fund donation online. 
Visit the donation site via the  
link at the top of the school 

website or visit  
weblink.donorperfect.com/donatedots

St. Dorothy School is now on Facebook. 
To keep informed of upcoming school 

happenings, follow the link to our 
Facebook page at the top of the school 

website at www.saintdorothy.org 
and “like” our page.
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Saint Dorothy’s library has long been a focal point for students and parishioners to gather. The library has undergone 

many changes over the years but one thing you could always count on were smiling faces using the space to gather with 
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the library.  It has become a location for countless meetings and parish events. The various school committees, such as the 
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Home & School Association Update
Our heartfelt thanks to the 

departing Board for everything 
they did to make St. Dot’s a better 
place during their tenure, namely:

Meredith Pagliaro, 
President

Christine Walton, 
Vice President
Stefanie Meno, 

Treasurer
Christine Tassoni, 
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And, we welcome with equal 
appreciation our new Board,  
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President
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Vice President
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Treasurer
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Secretary

With the 2015-2016 school year, 
we saw a changeover in an integral 
part of our school community, the 
Home & School Board. Every year, the 
Home & School Association organizes 
events for students and families that 
are sometimes to teach, sometimes to 
give to others, and always to have fun. 
Some of those events have become 
perennial favorites, such as the two 
Grandparents/Special Persons Days 
each year, demonstrations at the school 

like the Prismatic Show and Franklin 
Institute presentations, McPrinicpal’s 
Night during Catholic Schools Week, ... 
the list goes on and on! Also, we have 
already enjoyed some new events this 
year, including Trunk-or-Treat. This 
event, in which families turned their 
cars into festive Halloween displays for 
costumed children to collect goodies, 
was held on October 30th! The school 
parking lot was filled with 65 cars and 
250+ trunk-or-treaters.

Kara Albanese and Chris Schumacher 
turned their cars into an old-fashioned 
ice cream truck and parlor, which won 
Best in Show at Trunk-or-Treat

Cathy and Mike Clark brought a little 
bit of island fun to Trunk-or-Treat

The second grade presented the “All Saints’ Prayer Service” on November 
5th. Every child selected a saint and wrote two to three sentences about their 
chosen patron. They then practiced, memorized, and presented their research via 
a beautiful prayer service in the church. The service included a public speaking 
part and costume for each child along with many songs, poems, and readings. 
The entire school, parents, and many community members attended this beautiful 
event.

It was a very exciting time for these second grade “saints.” The children let 
their lights shine by sharing their “Catholic Identity” with all who attended the 
service. A very special thank you to the second grade teachers, Mrs. McGee and 
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I have always been extremely proud of my Catholic 
identity. As a sophomore at St. Joseph’s University, I 
am currently in my fifteenth year of Catholic education. 
I remember fifteen years ago, when I was just starting 
kindergarten at St. Dorothy School, I was beyond excited to 
finally get to go to the same school and wear the same uniform 
as my two older sisters, Meghan and Mollie. Fifteen years ago, 
St. Dorothy started me on a lifelong journey. I did not know it 
then, but the values I learned at St. Dot’s would encourage me 
to further pursue Catholic education at Cardinal O’Hara High 
School, and later at St. Joseph’s University. A few weeks ago, 
I was blessed to see His Holiness Pope Francis step foot on my 
St. Joe’s campus to bless a statue in front of our chapel. The 
pride that I felt at that moment was not only that of being a 
student at St. Joseph’s University, but also the pride of being a 
product of Catholic education. I strongly believe that my nine 
years at St. Dorothy School helped form me into the person I 
am today, and taught me to value my Catholic education. My 
time at St.   led me to where I am today, and I am thankful 
for the teachers, administrators, and staff members who 
have affected and continue to influence the lives of countless 
children at St. Dot’s.

They Went to Dot’s First
Bridget Durkin - Class of 2010

Dillon Burke - Class of 2015
First Day at Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 

Prendergast High School and his first day at St. Dot’s

Megan Bevilacqua - Class of 2011
For my family, graduating from St. Dorothy’s is an 

established rite of passage. My father Paul Bevilacqua 
graduated in 1981 and eventually sent my two brothers 
and me through nine years of education at St. Dot’s. As 
a graduate of the class of 2011, I watched Dot’s evolve 
tremendously during my time there. I saw traditions created, 
like Hoops for Hope and the Oktoberfest, and was present 
when the school took steps to enter the technological age 
with computers and Smart Boards. Such measures prepared 
me to enter high school where technology is implemented 
every day in class. Furthermore, the involvement of the 
Sisters of Mercy at St. Dorothy and the Mercy Scholarship 
I received prompted my decision to attend Merion Mercy 
Academy, which is one of the best decisions I have ever 
made. However, St. Dorothy’s influence on my life did not 
stop after I decided on a high school; the focus on English, 
particularly in seventh and eighth grade, inspired a love for 
literature which continued through high school. I now am a 
freshman English major at St. Joseph’s University, plan to 
pursue a career in writing and publishing, and am extremely 
grateful for my Catholic education.

Above: now. Left: Bridget at her St. Dot’s 
graduation.
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Happenings
Enrollment… a Retrospective

As you probably well know, enrollment at St. Dot’s a 
decade ago was very low, so much so that two grades were in 
danger of being consolidated into single classrooms! The school 
community recognized this issue and responded. The formation 
of the Development Committee and the ideas and events that 
began with that group, most notably the annual Oktoberfest fair 
and the Annual Fund, led to increased funds and has drawn more 
students to our school. Over the past eleven years, the school 
has benefited from increased enrollment, and that enrollment has 
been maintained. The proof is in the numbers:
•  In 2005, total enrollment was only 359 and multiple grades 

had fewer than 40 students.
•  Within five years, in 2010, total enrollment had increased 

to 400 with all but one grade having a total of more than 40 
students.

•  In the past five years, we have seen continued growth as our 
total enrollment is now 432 and all grades have more than 40 
and in some cases more than 50 students.

But, it is not just about the numbers -- it’s also what is 
behind them. Each year, we continue to do everything possible 
to enhance the school environment both inside and outside 
the classroom. Parents see St. Dorothy as a terrific school, 
enhanced by our Faith, that they want to send their children to; 
and, kids see it as a fun and meaningful place filled with friends 
and happiness. One way we see this in action is that we see no 
significant decrease in enrollment in seventh grade even though 
students complete their Sacramental requirements during sixth 
grade.

The challenge to maintain enrollment will always be in front 
of us. But, our parish and school spirit thrives, and the love we 
have for them is what will continue to carry us forward!

New Parking Pattern
As anyone who has ever been to one of our school or parish 

events can attest, the parking lot could prove frustrating. Since 
drive lanes could not be maintained, people were either blocked 
in when they used the interior parking spots or stayed on the 
outside (which limited the available parking!). This past summer, 
the parking lot was reconfigured to alleviate these issues. More 
importantly, the parking spaces were reconfigured to help protect 
everyone’s safety! When cars were driving across the lanes to 
get around other cars, people walking through the lot were at 
risk. This risk was especially true during school dismissal. The 
positive impact of the new parking design was seen from the 
very beginning, and we hope that all those who use the lot now 
feel that they can do so with greater ease and safety.

One-Stop High 
School Shopping

On October 22nd, St. Dot’s hosted a High School Fair that was 
open to students from all local parishes. The evening provided an 
opportunity for seventh as well as eighth grade students to obtain 
information about some of our local diocesan and private Catholic 
high schools. Each high school that attended set-up a table, provided 
a variety of information, and, most importantly, had staff and current 
students there to speak about their school and answer any questions 
from the prospective students.

This was the first time in recent years that St. Dot’s hosted an 
event like this, and we received a very positive response. In addition 
to students from St. Dot’s visiting the tables, there were students 
from area schools such as St. Andrew, St. Francis, and St. Lawrence. 
We were also happy to see, and welcome back, some of our young 
alumni that were there representing their current high school.

Thanks to the high schools that attended, namely:  
Monsignor Bonner - Archbishop Prendergast, Country Day School 
of Sacred Heart, Cardinal O’Hara, Archmere Academy, Villa Maria 
Academy, Archbishop Carroll, Mercy Vocational High School, 
Merion Mercy Academy, St. Joe’s Prep, Notre Dame Academy, 
Devon Prep, Roman Catholic High School, and Malvern Prep.

The 2015-2016 Student Council: (from left): Dan Rogers, 
Genevieve Bruce, Tess Coary, Frankie McGann, Connor 
Eagan, Patrice Romano, Stephen D’Antonio, Carly Knowlton

Student Council

Mary Sheehan, current O’Hara junior and St. Dot’s graduate 
(‘13), was sharing her enthusiasm for her current school 
with potential students.
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School
Movin’ On Up to the 
Big School!

When asked what it was like to leave the Annex behind after 
Kindergarten and be a part of the action in the bigger school 
building, these funny fi rst graders didn't have too much 
to say, but we have a feeling they like it more than they're 
letting on! Meredith and Nicole from Mrs. O'Connor's class 
said it was “cool” and “exciting.” Mrs. Beyerl's students Jack 
and Johnny think it's “fun,” but they like going back to the 
Annex for Art and Computers. And, while these four students 
may be following in their siblings' footsteps at Saint Dorothy, 
they are certainly setting a path that is all their own!

WHY DO WE EXIST?
We are fi rst and foremost a Catholic school; therefore, 
we put God fi rst.

Christ walks the halls as an unseen member of our 
community – not a tangible presence but manifested in 
our environment.

Prayer permeates our daily routine.

We respond to Christ’s message of service by reaching 
out to all God’s creatures.

Doing A Little More to Help 
Prepare Our Students for 
Their Next Big Step

There is a great deal more to the start of the school year 
when you are in eighth grade. Aside from the normal hustle 
and bustle of school and activities, these students are also 
planning for the next stage of their academic life – high 
school! In recent years, the high school search has become 
to students what the college search was to their parents. The 
quest for admittance, and possibly a scholarship, to their 
school of choice has never been more competitive.

To provide some extra support to our students, two 
of our local educators offered a high school entrance / 
scholarship exam prep class. The class was taught by school 
parent and Bonner & Prendie math chair Mrs. Liz Farren and 
former St. Dorothy eighth grade teacher Mr. John McCauley. 
Once a week during September and October, Mrs. Farren and 
Mr. McCauley provided students with focused preparation 
in Mathematics and English Language Arts. Thanks to this 
added effort, our students will be even more prepared for 
whatever tests lie ahead!

Reading Enrichment 
Program Improvements

This school year, all sixth, seventh, and eighth grade 
students will be participating in a reading enrichment course. 
Students will have the opportunity to choose one of four 
classes being taught by different St. Dot’s teachers. Each 
class will explore different novels. As part of the experience, 
students from the three grades will be integrated into each 
class to bring more variation to class input. Works to be 
discussed are The Alchemist, A Tale of Two Cities, Stargirl, 
The Golden Compass, and Home of the Brave, among other 
novels. The goal of the program is to increase a love of 
reading among middle school students through a book-club-
format class.

Left: Meredith Ciarrocchi and Nicole Badame - Mrs. 
O’Connor, Grade 1 Room 1. Right: Jack Julien and Johnny 
Gillin - Mrs. Beyerl, Grade 1 Room 2.
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Alumni Updates
St. Dorothy School wants to know what 

our alumni have been up to. Has something 
interesting happened in your life? Have you 
moved, started a new job or married? Let us 
know at Development@StDots.org. Be sure 
to keep your contact information up to date to 
stay informed of reunions and other events. 
Include your graduation year and maiden 
name if applicable. Also let us know if there 
are alumni not receiving the newsletter. 
We’re happy to add them to the mailing list.

St. Dorothy School has always been a positive infl uence on me academically, 
socially, and most importantly, spiritually. Throughout my grade school 
experience, the foundation of my faith was formed and only grew stronger 
throughout my high school years leading to my choice of attending La Salle 
University, a Catholic university, for my college career. Sister Thomasina 
encouraged my love for music and gave me the confi dence to cantor at mass and 
participate in choir. Through my persistence in my studies, St. Dorothy provided 
the tools and opportunities necessary to build on and achieve academic excellence 
throughout grade school and high school.

Kaitlyn Hayes - Class of 2011

Kaitlyn (left) with her siblings Josh (‘15), 
Matthew (‘09), and Sara (‘13) on their 
way to school.

• SPOT THE DOT • SPOT THE DOT •
To play Spot the Dot, download a Dot from the school website in the Extracurriculars menu and take a photo of yourself 

with it. Send photos to us at development@stdots.org. We’ll feature photos in a gallery on the website and in the newsletter.

The Fohner family took their St. Dorothy pride to the 50th 
state. Shown are David (’13), Matt (’12), Mark (’21), Kathy, 
Dan (’15), and Cross Country coach Mike.

The love for learning that our Principal, Mrs. Sheehan, has 
never stops... even on vacation. Here she is on her African 
adventure!
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“Families, funnel cake and fun” can sum up this year’s annual Oktoberfest 
fair. What began eleven years ago as an idea to ease major financial constraints on 
our parish school has now become a longstanding tradition in our community and 
beyond under the direction of current committee members Patty Dwyer and Bill 
Nolan, whose children have already graduated from the school, as well as current 
parents Karen Rogers and Kara Albanese.

Local businesses, along with parish and school families, showed their support 
yet again as generous sponsors, volunteers, and fun-seekers to make this year’s 
fair an amazing success. The event continues to help our school thrive financially 
by limiting tuition increases and covering the cost of many infrastructure 
improvements.

Special thanks this year to school parents Kelly Gust, for managing the raffles, 
and Stephanie Gillin and Christine Schumacher for running the children’s activities 
in the gym, all of which received rave reviews. It cannot be denied that this event 
has become something young and old alike look forward to each year!

11th Annual 

Oktoberfest

Sister Mary is excited to receive her prize from Mrs. 
Anne Grady and plans to put her unicorn to good use 
while teaching Mythology.

Seventh graders Franny Grady, Nicky Mercanti, and 
Robbie Dowd get a preview of the Oktoberfest photo op 
while helping set-up the gym.

Even behind this facade, Sister Thomasina & Sister 
Mary could never be scary

Above: A little rain 
didn’t keep these eighth 
grade girls away from a 
fun-filled Friday night at 
the fair!

Left: Fair Bear Stare!

Some of our school teachers joining in on the fun Arrrrgh first winner - Vivien Dorsey!!
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New Teachers at St. Dot’s...
Marilyn Long, Grade 3

Mrs. Long

Patrick O’Brien, Grade 8

...Welcome!

Miss Johnson is teaching second grade at St. Dorothy School in 
room 6. She grew up in Drexel Hill and attended St. Dorothy School! 
She couldn’t be happier to be “coming home” and teaching in the 

same room she once sat in as a second grader. She 
graduated in December 2014 from the Pennsylvania 
State University with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Childhood and Early Adolescent Education.

Elizabeth Johnson, Grade 2

Mr. O’Brien

Miss Johnson

Mrs. Long graduated from Saint Anastasia School and Cardinal 
O’Hara High School. She earned a degree from Cabrini College in 
Elementary and Early Childhood Education in 1986 and worked for St. 
Bernadette School from 1992-1999 as their third grade teacher. She left 
St. Bernadette in 1999 to have her daughter, Kristin, and stayed home 
until Kristin was in second grade. Mrs. Long returned to work as an 
assistant for the Wallingford School District and stayed with WSD for 
seven years. Six of those seven years were spent with special education 
students.

Her daughter is now a sophomore at Archbishop Carroll High 
School, and Mrs. Long is thrilled to return to teaching full-time and 
feels blessed to be part of the wonderful community at St. Dot’s.

This is Mr. O’Brien’s first year at St. Dot’s but his third year 
teaching. He graduated from the Pennsylvania State University 
with a bachelor’s degree in Secondary Education with an English/
Communications option. He is currently working on a master’s degree 
in Curriculum, Assessment and Instruction at Cabrini College. He is 
excited to be a part of the St. Dot’s community and looks forward to a 
great year!
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Advanced Equipment for
the Dot’s News Room

By David Fosbenner (Class of 2016)
Our school news program has undergone big changes 

since the middle of last year. At that time, we were working 
with one camera, an aged soundboard that could only hold four 
microphones, and a dated laptop. In the past year through the 
generous donation of Active Image Media, we have acquired a 
new TV camera, which allows us to include more students in 
our newscast, utilizing multiple points of view.

Our studio has acquired two new TVs that give the news 
team a real-time view of what is being broadcast. The brand 
new soundboard, which can hold up to eight microphones, 
gives more students the opportunity to participate in our daily 
program. We are now using Sony Bluetooth headphones to 
help us communicate with one another behind the scenes to 

switch cameras and to turn microphones off and on throughout 
the newscast. 

The new Videonics video mixer has given us the ability 
to incorporate animation so that we can seamlessly change 
between cameras. Thanks to the generosity of Saint Dorothy 
Parish, these items allow everybody on the school news 
team (Aidan McGahey, Connor Eagan, Kasey Habicht, 
Carly Knowlton, Daniel Teti, Ryan Cox, and me) to deliver a 
professional level newscast in a grade school setting. The new 
equipment lets the news team have an easier time producing 
the best quality show possible and gives the students of Saint 
Dorothy School a reason to be proud of their school at the 
beginning of every new school day.

Alumni Spotlight Dylan Rooney
Hello, my name is Dylan Rooney, 

and I want to talk to you about the St. 
Dorothy’s news program. Before I extol 
the virtues of the news program, I need 
to thank the people who made it happen. 
Our main supporter was plant manager, 
Mr. George Buechele. He was at every 
broadcast and meeting, helping the news 
crew in any way possible. Mr. George was 
not a news moderator, he was a teacher. 
Mr. George would show us how to do a 
task, than the next day, we’d know how 
to do it perfectly. He’d teach us the task 
and in one take, we were perfect at it. 
However, Mr. George wasn’t just hands 
on – he was the heart and soul of our news 
crew. And yet, Mr. George wasn’t the only 
supporter of our team. Mrs. Sheehan, the 
school principal, was a large sponsor of 

our news team. She was constantly giving 
us ideas and praise. She was so proud of 
everything that we did. When she’d sit in 
on a broadcast, afterwards Mrs. Sheehan 
was applauding and praising us. Broadcast 
after broadcast, she would set us to a 
higher standard. We couldn’t have done it 
without those two major supporters.

Being on St. Dot’s news helped 
me choose the high school that I would 
attend. Cardinal O’Hara will be my home 
for the next four years and something to 
make it better is the O’Hara news crew, 
WCOH. I’m the only freshman who is on 
the news team. Luckily, I knew a large 
group of people on the news team before 
I was asked to join. It’s the start of my 
day, and I couldn’t be happier. However, 
if I wasn’t on the St. Dot’s news crew, it’s 

unlikely that I would be on the O’Hara 
team. St. Dot’s news team gave me the 
push to be on O’Hara news crew. When I 
was doing the news at St. Dot’s, I learned 
about running the sound board, making 
camera adjustments, coordinating the 
“intros” and “outros”, and preparing the 
broadcast script. All of these experiences 
have proven to be invaluable since joining 
WCOH.

It wouldn’t be fair to compare 
St. Dot’s to O’Hara: one is a high school 
and the other is an elementary school. 
Even though St. Dot’s kids are younger 
than O’Hara kids, they’re just as good 
as their counterparts at O’Hara. In this 
respect, St. Dot’s is preparing the kids on 
their news crew for high school in more 
ways than one.

News Crew working with equipment (from left) David 
Fosbenner, Connor Eagan, Carly Knowlton, Kasey Habicht

News Crew at desk: L-R: Ryan Cox, Aidan McGahey, Charlie 
Sayers (being interviewed)
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$2,438

$25,254

$9,259

$5,550

$29,423

$19,734
Company Matching Gift
Alumni
Friends of St. Dot’s
Grandparents
Parents of Alumni
Current Parents

2015 Annual Fund Total - $91,658

St. Dot’s 2015 Annual Fund Donations by Category

St. Dorothy School Development Committee
Financial Report for Fiscal Year Ending 6/30/15

Income

Oktoberfest Fair (gross) $44,215.00
Annual Fund (net) $87,429.89
Total Funds Raised for School $131,644.98 
Contributions to School
Offset to School Operating Expenses/Tuition Charges $39,602.25
Offset to Gymnasium/Auditorium Storage Room Construction $30,000.00
Offset to New Folding Chairs for Gymnasium/Auditorium $15,000.00
Offset for Second Kindergarten Class $15,000.00
Total Contributions to School $99,602.24 
School Expenses
Kindergarten Open House $455.00 
Catholic Schools Week Open House $1,258.75 
Be Good to Your Heart Day $666.52
New Parent Welcome Nights $500.00 
Total School Expenses $2,870.27 
Development Committee Expenses
DonorPerfect Software Subscription $3854.40
Development Committee Newsletters (production and shipping) $9,253.63 
Annual Fund (mailings and processing fees) $10,842.29
Total Development Committee Expenses $24,158.19 
Total Expenses $126,630.70 
Balance in Checking Account 6/30/15 $5,014.19 

You can make an online donation to the St. Dorothy Annual Fund year-round at:
weblink.donorperfect.com/donatedots
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MSGR. Helduser 
Society $2,500 or more
Charles & Joanne Bernier
Matthew & Jennifer Davis
Peter & Tricia DeMaio
Lawrence & Jacqueline Geary
Daniel ‘77 & Lisa O’Mara

IHM/Mercy Club 
 $1,000 to $2,499

Anonymous
John & Catherine Coneys
William & Margaret Curry
Robert DeMento ‘64
David ‘81 & Nadine Dempsey
Edward & Carolyn ‘76 Manning
David & Stefanie Meno
Dean & Dolores O’Toole
Edward Roach
William ‘70 & Mary Jane Roache
Denis & Karen Rogers
Jack Ruffenach ‘75
Joseph Scarpone
Paul Smith
Francis & Helen Stecklair

Green & White Club 
$500 to $999

John & Nancy Beck
Reginald & Alice Beckett
Paul Berenato
John Bevilacqua
Daniel & Dorothy Bieter
Michael & Anne ‘73 Callahan
Daniel Capitoli
Dennis Cirucci ‘64
E. Gerry Donnelly
Francis & Ann Foti
James & Suzanne Holstein
Kevin ‘77 & Shari Kelly
Thomas & Diane Kilker
Mark & Veronica McCarty
Chris & Betty McGrory
(In memory of Joseph Novelli)
Brendan & Jennifer McGuire
David & Barbara Murphy
Kevin ‘55 & Rosemary Reger
Mark & Marie Pat Romano
Jeffrey & Susan Short
Marietta Sullivan
Mary Jo Thompson ‘72
David Toner ‘75
Denise Tucker ‘84
Clare Uses

Dunphy Challenge 
$250 to $499

Active Image Media
Richard Ashworth
Edward Banes ‘04
(In memory of Edward M. Banes)
Linda Banes ‘81
(In memory of Edward Banes)
Rick & Liz Barker
Scott & Patricia ‘84 Bello
Mark ‘75 & Debora Bevilacqua

Dunphy Challenge 
-continued 

Gerald ‘54 & Colleen Collins
Gerald Collins ‘63
James & Eleanor Currie
Gary & Virginia ‘66 DeBuvitz
George Deckert
Nicholas & Betty Dienna
Stephen & Claudia Frein
Edward ‘59 & Karen Gallagher
Mark & Susan ‘65 Glessner
William & Melinda Glynn
Mary Ellen Grady
Michael Green
Robert & Kathleen Gross
Greg & Lisa ‘78 Hadden
Peter Hughes ‘75
Robert King
(In memory of Joyce ‘73 King)
Msgr. Daniel Kutys ‘69
Joseph McGinn
Carol Anne McGuinn ‘72
(In memory of John P. McGuinn, Sr.)
Patrick & Sharon McKenna
William & Patricia McKeown
MJK Multiwall Sys
(In memory of Raymond and Mary 
Larkin)
Michael & Joanne Montie
William Montone ‘66
John & Eileen Mulholland
Edward & Anne O’Connor
Timothy & Peg O’Neill
Dennis & Gertrude ‘62 Palladino
Alan & Helen Pietrewicz
Christopher & Eileen ‘76 Rooney
Bruce Vassallo
Joseph Vasturia ‘74
Carol Wlotko ‘66

Charger Club 
$100 to $249

Anonymous
Christopher Ardizzi ‘88
(In memory of Robert Ardizzi ‘80)
Helen Ardizzi
Joan Ardizzi
(In memory of Robert Ardizzi)
John & Dolores Astuto
Eileen Atene
(In memory of Oliver Atene)
Matthew & Janet Ballerino
(In memory of Parents and Family)
Matthew & Janet Ballerino
(In memory of La Martini & 
Ballerino Families)
Christopher Barker ‘94
Curtis & Kathleen Blessing
Ann Bloss ‘76
Michael & Eileen Boland
Joseph Boland
Joseph Bonner
Frank Bradin
Joan Bradley
Gerard & Moreen Brady

Charger Club 
-continued 

Lynn Braun-Marone ‘58
Michael & Marie Brotschul
Bette Ann Burke
Brian & Karen Burke
Joseph & Mary Callahan
Carol Campolongo ‘63
(In memory of Julia and Joseph 
Hreha)
Vincent & Jill Camuti
Ernesto & Christina Canales
Nicholas Caramanico
Jennifer Casper ‘82
Allen & Denise Ciampitti
Ralph & Barbara Cianciola
James & Jennifer Collins
George & Anna Conaghan
Michael Connolly
Fran Connor ‘64
Michael & Barbara ‘65 Conroy
Ron Cook
Nancy Cooney ‘64
(In memory of Doris Cooney)
James & Ellen Cordes
Steven Cornwall ‘86
Andrew & Carolyn ‘96 Corr
Edward Cullen
Mary Ann Dearie ‘58
Margaret DeMaio
Robert DeMaio
Mary Denny
Mary DePaolo-Roach ‘67
Theodore J & MaryAnn Dezzi
Paul ‘61 & Barbara DiBona
Leonard DiGiantomasso ‘61
Dominic & Josephine 
DiGiantomasso
Rose DiGiovanni
John Dilworth, Jr.
Alexander DiSanti
John & Claire DiSantis
John Dolores ‘91
Frank & Veronica Donato
William & Margaret Donohue
Ann Donovan ‘63
Paul & Gertrude Dooley
Andy & Theresa ‘89 Dorley
Joseph & Joanne Dougherty
Robert & Monique Dowd
James & Tina Downey
Kathleen Downey
Edward & Patricia Doyle
Dennis Dunphy ‘58
Brian & Mary Kay Durkin
Algot & Catherine Erickson
Joseph & Janice Fasciocco
Gregory Finley ‘66
Flynn & O’Hara Uniforms
Vincent & Linda Ford
David & Lorrie ‘87 Fosbenner
Mary Funchion
(In memory of Richard Funchion)
Michael & Maureen Gallagher
Brian ‘88 & Tricia ‘86 Gallagher

Charger Club 
-continued 

Daniel & Joanna Gantz
Chris & Lucy Garvey
Richard & MaryBeth Gevin
Jack & Teresa Glacken
Dennis & Joyce Glackin
Kevin & Martha Gorman
Marjorie Gross
Anthony J Grosso
Daniel Gudmundsen
Glenn & Bunny ‘81 Habicht
Thomas Hagenbach
Diana Hallinan
Andrew & Christina Hardy
Daniel & Lynn Hayes
Christine Hemmert
Alfred & Deborah Ann Hilbert
Daniel & Monica Hilferty
Theresa Hoffecker ‘67
Mary Louise Jensen ‘66
Rosalie Johnson
Donald Jordan
Joseph & Carolyn Kaczmarczyk
Peter & Carol Kadel
Joseph & Theresa Kane
Yungu & Minyen Kang
James Kearney ‘78 
Catherine Keenan
Edward Kelly
John & Lauraine Kelly
Charles & Susan Kempton
Rosemary Redmond Kerrebrock ‘59
Haven & Rosemary Kesling
Michael & Michele Konczewski
Timothy & Mary Kulsik
John ‘03 & Kaitlyn Lalor
Joseph & Bernadette Latrechiano
Nancy Lazzari ‘71
(In memory of Betty and Gino 
Lazzari)
Virginia Jo Lumley
David & Sheila MacMaster
Joseph MacNeal ‘94
Victoria Magee
Patricia Magee ‘55
Kathleen Mahoney ‘57
Michael Manning ‘57
Louis & Barbara Marchese
Marchese Opticians 
Alexis Marley ‘00
(In memory of Grace D’Emilio)
Christopher ‘66 & Kathleen ‘67 Mayer
William Mayo
Thomas McAndrew ‘69
Paul & Emma McClafferty
James & Jeanne McClung
John & Mary ‘89 McErlane
Peter McGahey & Jennifer Spinner 
James & Mary Beth McGarvey
Kevin McGarvey ‘03
William McGillan
Patricia McGinn
Patricia McGinn

2015 Saint Dorothy’s
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ST. DOT’S AWAITING 
POPE’S VISIT

As we eagerly awaited Pope Francis’ visit to Philadelphia, 
students were given the opportunity to learn about him. Through 
PowerPoint presentations, videos, books, and magazines, the 
students learned about the pope as a young boy, as a Jesuit priest, 
and as the cardinal archbishop of Buenos Aires, Argentina. The 
students were fascinated by him and understood his message of 
service to others, especially those who are disadvantaged.

As a follow up to the pope’s visits, the students celebrated the 
Philadelphia Day of Kindness on Tuesday, October 28th. On that 
day, the students were asked to perform an act of kindness to each 
other. Some classes created collages about the pope and displayed 
them in the hallways of the school.

The day before school closed for the World Meeting of 
Families, the students participated in a prayer service which included 
The Modern Jesus video, a tribute to Pope Francis.

Pope Francis’ Visit to Philadelphia

Seeing Pope Francis was an amazing 
experience. It impacted my life because I 
got to wave at him, and just to see the car 
was an honor. He is such a great person and 
should be treated with kindness and respect. 
He made me think: How can I make the 
world a better place? Obviously I can’t 
do most of the stuff he did but he inspired 
me to do something good. It was really 
fun to see him and it was a life changing 
experience. I will remember that night 
forever. 
– Hannah Mishinkash (Grade 6)

When I saw Pope Francis I felt that I 
was part of something bigger then myself. 
I will tell you the truth: I don’t always 
pay attention, but when I heard him read 
his speeches I couldn’t stop listening. He 
showed me a different perspective of things 
in our faith. I was moved that so many 
people stood for hours just to get a glimpse 
of the pope. 
– Lapo Miles (Grade 6)

This impacted me because 
I saw all the great things that 
Pope Francis did. It almost 
makes you feel like you really 
need to step it up as a Christian. 
This was a great experience. 
– Gracie Miller (Grade 6)

It impacted me to be able 
to be there and to get to see all 
of the families. It was a great 
experience. 
– Katie DiTrolio (Grade 6)

It was amazing when 
I realized how close I was 
to Pope Francis. It made me 
feel immense. It felt so weird 

to know that the leader of all Catholics 
everywhere was 12 yards away from me. I 
couldn’t control myself!
– Isabella Tierney (Grade 6)

I saw Pope 
Francis on Saturday 
night. He was a little 
late showing up but 
everyone stayed. 
I thought that was 
special because that 
shows everyone 
cares and looks up to 
him. I also thought it 
was special because 
I am making my 
Confirmation this 
year. I think Pope 
Francis is a great 
leader in faith! 
– Sarah 
Schumacher 
(Grade 6)

My family and I went to Philadelphia 
to see the Pope. I got to see Pope Francis 
drive by, which made me so excited because 
he was only a few feet in front of me. He 
waved to everyone on the sidewalk and had 
a big smile on his face. I was glad to see 
Pope Francis because he got me to be more 
faithful towards my actions. I loved having 
this experience because it’ll probably never 
happen to me again. 
– Carly Knowlton (Grade 8)

When Pope Francis came to 
Philadelphia, I think we all were affected in 
some way. His bold message of welcoming 
and inclusion really has a way of bringing 
young people back to God and the Church. I 
personally was very influenced by his words 
and actions. Standing on the Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway with what is estimated to 
be over a million other worshippers, I felt 
closer to God than ever before. 
– Aidan McGahey (Grade 8)

Student Reflections on Pope Francis’ Visit to Philadelphia
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Fr. Michael Murphy, Pastor
Louise Sheehan, Principal

Peter McGahey, Chair
Kara Albanese

Dani Cahill
Nick Caramanico

John Coneys
Joe Dougherty

Patty Dwyer

Stephen Frein
Stephanie Gillin

Kelly Gust
Bunny Habicht

Audrey Neill
Dan O’Mara

Dolores O’Toole
Alan Pietrewicz

Dave Rich

Mark Romano
Susan Short

Christine Schumacher

You can contact the 
Development Committee 

through the school offi  ce or
development@stdots.org.

The Newsletter for St. Dorothy Roman Catholic 
School is compiled by the Development 
Committee for distribution to alumni, alumni 
parents, current school families, and friends 
of St. Dorothy School. Its purpose is to 
communicate, on a semi-annual basis, the state 
of our enrollment, happenings of interest, an 
accounting of funds raised and spent, and to 
acknowledge contributors to our Annual Fund.

Newsletter purposeSpecial thanks to the following
people for their help with this issue:

Development Committee Members

The 2015 St. Dot’s cheerleading squad 
consists of second, third, and fourth graders. 
The girls have done a wonderful job this season 
cheering for Flag, JV, and Varsity football 

games. Thanks to moderators Kim McCullough, 
Jen Vraim, Stephanie Roffo, and B.J. Griffi n for 
bringing cheerleading back to St. Dot’s.

Introducing the
St. Dorothy’s Cheerleaders!

• Megan Bevilacqua
• Karen Burke
• Stephen D’Antonio
• Katie DiTrolio
• Bridget Durkin
• David Fosbenner
• Kaitlyn & Lynn Hayes
• Carly Knowlton
• Aidan McGahey

• Lapo Miles
• Gracie Miller
• Hannah Mishinkash
• Meredith Pagliaro
• Marie Pat Romano
• Dylan Rooney
• Sarah Schumacher
• Isabella Tierney

We Want to Hear 
From You!!!

We hope that you fi nd these 
newsletters to be both interesting and 
informative as those are our goals for 
each issue… to keep you in-the-know 
about the great things happening at our 
beloved St. Dot’s! As you can imagine, 
it is hard to include everything, so we do 
our best to highlight a variety of topics. 
Please let us know if you have any ideas 
or suggestions for future newsletters by 
sending them to development@stdots.org. 
Thanks for your help ☺
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Charger Club
-continued 

James & Carol McGowan
James & Margo McHale
Connie McKenzie
James McLaughlin
Edward & Patricia McMerty
Philomena McNulty
Paul McShane ‘69
Sheila Meehan ‘62
Michael & Eileen Milliken
Charles Moore
Patrick & Melanie Morrissey
(In memory of Wallace Hartmetz)
Patrick & Melanie Morrissey
(In memory of Michael J. 
Morrissey)
Sean & Rosemarie Morrow
John J. Mullen
Jeffrey ‘80 & Suzanne Mullen 
Louis & Karen Muth
Brian & Kate ‘92 Naab
Francis & Kathryn News
Frances O’Mara
(In memory of Jack O’Mara)
David & Carol Otis
Gunter & Eileen Ott
Pagano’s Italian Specialties
Kathleen Paoletti ‘77
(In memory of Tom Paoletti)
Suzanna Perry ‘70
Stephen & Mary Porth
Joseph & Eileen Quattrochi
James & Irene ‘58 Quinlan
(In memory of John & Irene 
Palumbo)
Patrick & Christine Quinn
Dario & Trish Quintiliani
Patrick ‘86 & Jean Reger
Nicholas Robak
Thomas Rowan, Jr. ‘65
(In memory of Rowan and Maiers)
Thomas Rowan, Jr. ‘65
Nicholas & Kimberly Russo
Steven & Stephanie Russo
William & Gina Salmon
William ‘77 & Annmarie Santora
Richard & Dorothy Sayers
Robert Schenzle
Victoria Schneller ‘59
Marsha & John Serock
Sean & Jacqueline Sharkey
Louise Sheehan
Adam & Dianne Slomiana
Robert & Joann Smith
Daniel Smyth ‘81
George & Nancy Stairiker
Charles & Lorraine Stanbach
Michael ‘74 & Eileen Stewart
Joseph & Amy Sullivan
Patricia Sullivan ‘56
(In memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward T. Shay)
Robert Sweeney
Leonard Switliski

Charger Club
-continued 

Cary Toner ‘71
Robert & Carolyn Toscani
Frank ‘66 & Catherine ‘68 Tosti
John Vasturia ‘76
Thomas Vento
Patrick & Gretchen Walsh
Thomas & Mary Joan Walsh
Shawn & Audrey Webb
Patricia Wechsler
Joseph Werner ‘60
Robert & Theresa ‘73 White
(In memory of Mary Hagenbach)
Benjamin & Jane ‘62 Wilson
Edward & Debbie Yost

Friends of St. Dot’s
up to $99

James H. Boerckel
Ed & Dolores Boyle
James Breen ‘60
(In memory of Kathleen Heavey ‘60)
Theresa Brennan
Michael & Lisa Bright
John J. Brignola
Bruce Brown
Jeffrey & Suzanne Bruce
Joseph Bruno
Anthony Bruno ‘75
Daniel ‘77 & Maureen Burns
(In memory of Robert Ardizzi ‘ 80)
Andrew & Fran Carr
Carol Carr
Peter & Melissa Cavanaugh
Marie Cavanaugh
Charles J. Becker School Supplies
William & Cecelia Charlton
(In memory of Christine Williams)
William & Cecelia Charlton
Rita Christiano ‘66
John Cleary ‘55
Thomas Cocco
Janet Colesbury ‘62
Agnes Collado
Roger & Marie Conklin
(In memory of William and 
Paulette Wysoski)
Sr. Emily Theresa Connor ‘56
John Connors ‘67
John & Catherine Conolly
John & Kalen Cooke
John Costa
John Cotterall ‘97
Raymond & Teresa ‘76 
Cwiertniewicz
Diane D’Auria ‘67
Sr. Mari Amedeo DeLuca ‘57
David & Suzanne Dever
Donato & Rita DiAntonio
Joseph & Margaret Donahue
Holland & Kristin ‘86 Donaldson
John ‘63 & Julia Donnelly
James & Cathleen ‘57 Dunn
(In memory of Jim Dunn)
Stephen ‘75 & Mary Edgcumbe

Friends of St. Dot’s
-continued 

Michael & Kathleen Endres
William & Maureen Ervin
Nan Fagan
Jacquelyn Fagioli ‘98
Francis & Theresa ‘63 Farrelly
Linda Forrester ‘65
(In memory of Evelyn Dunis)
John Forsyth
Christopher Foti ‘73
Mark & Eileen Furey
Maureen Galia
John & Jackie Gallagher
Thomas & Patricia Gallagher
William & Patricia Gardner
Barbara (Penny) Geary ‘57
Stephen ‘77 & Kim Gerace
David Gibboni ‘74
Mary Gillane
Vicki Giunta-Abbott ‘60
(In memory of her father)
Elaine Glebocki
Mary Gorman
Frances Grimaldi
Frances Grimaldi
(In memory of Catherine Libre and 
Family)
Monna Habicht
(In memory of Rudy Habicht)
Marilyn Hagan
Rev. Robert Hagan ‘79
Joseph & Teresa Halloran
Jeffrey Hofmann
Patrick & Maria Kelly
Thomas Kennedy
Karen Kilroy ‘82
(In memory of John M. Kilroy)
Michael Koch
Robert ‘74 & Nancy Lamb
Mary (Kay) Lansing
John Lawler
(In memory of Peg McKenna ‘71)
Keith & Jeannine Leggieri
Donald Lenz
Gary & Theresa ‘73 Lorentson
Clare Lydon
William & Christine Lynch
Charles & Kathleen MacDonald
Andrew Marley ‘98
Maria Marley ‘71
Frank & Melody Massi
Celeste Mattia
Robert & Brenda Maugeri
Mark ‘68 & Sandra McAndrew
Elizebeth McCaughan
Mary Jean McFadden ‘58
Robert & Fran McGowan
Timothy McKeever ‘04
Jean Miller
Douglas & Mary Ann Miner
J. Robert Morris
Richard Mowrer
Bernadette Naab ‘66
Benjamin & Jennifer Napier

Friends of St. Dot’s
-continued 

Daniel Nestor ‘78
Mae Nolan
Diane O’Grady
Peter & Mary O’Kane
Richard O’Neill
(In memory of Richard O’Neill)
Emory & Adeline Pepper
William ‘72 & Connie Perna
Loreta ‘62 Perthes
M. Margaret Pilong
Joseph & Sandra Powell
Alan & Nancy Quinn
Claire Reilly
Carl & Bernice Richard
Daniel Riehl ‘67
George Ritter ‘68
David Rowan ‘64
Ruth Rowan ‘55
Ralph Russo
Patrick & Donna Scannapieco
Dennis & Alice Schaeffer
Vincent (Larry) ‘63 & Susan 
Schueren
William Scottoline
Patricia Miriam Scully IHM
Charles Servis
(In memory of Mae Servis)
John & Mary ’57 Sheehan
Kevin Sheridan
Christine Sica
Dolores Marie Siciliano
Victoria Sisko
(In memory of Frank Sisko)
LJ ‘53 & Suzanne Slankard
Brendan Smith ‘98
Robert Spencer
Peg Stammen
James Stewart ‘57
William & Margaret Sullivan
Edmund Sullivan ‘59
William & Melissa Tatham
Anna Lisa Vagnozzi ‘66
Frank Villari ‘76
Dolores Vinci
Denise Viola ‘70
James Walker 
Laurence Walker ‘75
Kimberly Walsh
John & Susan Wendling
John Williams
George & Ruth Williamson
Paul Winnington
James Witte ‘64

St. Dorothy would 
also like to thank the 

following Matching 
Gift Companies:

Farmers Insurance Group
Merck
Safeguard Scientifi cs Inc

Annual Fund Contributors



As part of First Lego League 
Robotics, each year the St. Dorothy 
Robotics Team is given a theme 
for the year, this year being “Trash 
Trek.” As part of the theme, the 
teams were given a challenge: to 
find a problem in how something 
/ a group of items are recycled / 
wasted and improve on it. To give 
them inspiration, the teams held 
a trash audit during school. The 
audit took place in the cafeteria, 
and when a student was done with 
their lunch, they would bring the 
trash up to a robotics team member. 
From there, robotics members 
would sort the trash into many 
different categories: plastic, chip 
bags, cups, food waste, liquid 
waste, and more. We decided to 
hold a trash audit so that we could 
base our projects off problems that 
affect us directly. We also decided 
to use St. Dot’s to see if our change 
made a difference.

A common problem most of the 
teams saw was many water bottles 
are used at St. Dot’s, however none 
are recycled. Therefore, two of our 
three robotics teams decided solely 
to base their projects off of plastic 
water bottles. One team made a 
game, Garbage Wars (that will 
run throughout the whole school), 
which rewards classes who recycle 
water bottles, but gives higher 
rewards to classes whose students 
bring in reusable water bottles. 
Another team at St. Dot’s made 
a mechanism that recycles water. 
The water recycled will be used to 
water the plants around the school 
/ church.

We (the robotics team) feel that 

our innovations can easily tie in 
with the pope’s message. The pope 
told us that our environment needs 
to be taken care of, which is our 

main goal for these projects. We 
are hoping that students begin to 
care more about recycling and even 
begin to recycle more.

Visit our website: www.SaintDorothy.org
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Recycling Comes to Dot’s

THREE-PEAT!!!

By Stephen D’Antonio (Class of 2016)

As a prize for meeting the plastic bottle recycling goal, Mr. Mayo allowed the Dot 
Bots to color his hair green! Action News was there to cover the event.

The robotics team tallied wasted food on several days to inform their plan to 
create a recycling program for the lunchroom and a waste reduction campaign.

The Varsity Field Hockey team won the Region 25 Championship for the third year in a row!!!
The team went on to the Archdioceses of Philadelphia playoffs where they defeated St. Agnes in the quarter-final round by a 
score of 2 - 0. In the semifinals, they lost a heartbreaker to Sts. Coleman-John Neumann in overtime by a score of 2 - 1.
Congratulations to the players and coaches on this tremendous accomplishment. And, a special thanks to the team’s skilled 
and dedicated head coach, Jill Camuti, for all that she has done both on and off the field for our children.




